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 Development & Consultancy  
 
 Prototype & CNC milling & turning up to 2 metres 

 
 Dedicated Assembly Specialising in Helium & Nitrogen Probes, 

Syphons & Manifolds  
   

 Welding & Vacuum Leak Testing 
 
 Anodising, Painting & Heat Treatments 

 
 Consignment & KanBan Stock  

 
 Multi-Axis Machining 

 
 Daewoo MX2000 9-Axis / twin-chuck Turn & Mill Centre 

 
 Low Cost Machining Facility open 24-hours 

Stop Press 
 

Ashby acquires 
 PDQ Engineering  
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About Ashby Precision Engineering 

 
Situated in the village of Drayton close to the historic market town Abingdon-
on-Thames, Ashby Precision Engineering is at the heart of some of the most 
prestigious science and engineering technology in the country. 
 
Centrally located to Harwell, Rutherford Appleton, Culham, JET and the highly 
acclaimed Diamond Project, Ashby Engineering has experience of some of the 
most forward thinking minds and technology.  Beyond this Ashby are also 
centrally located for superconducting magnets and Oxfordshire’s motorsport 
organisations along with University, Cryogenics and research establishments. 
 
Established for over thirty years this family owned and run business employs 
people from Drayton and surrounding towns and villages.  Building a wealth 
of expertise in a wide range of materials and applications. 
 
Our client list includes some of the United Kingdoms top blue chip 
organisations specialising in anaesthesia, artificial limbs and high-end sensor 
technology.   
 
Recently, a large amount of investment has modernised and improved 
capacity at Ashby Engineering, so much so that Ashby were one of the first in 
the UK to take delivery of Daewoo’s MX2000, their 9-axis mill-turn centre. 
 
In September 2005 Ashby acquired DJT Engineering in Didcot which has 
undergone massive investment and strategic review converting it into our new 
low cost machining centre. Now fully operational 24-hours going head-to-head 
and competing with Eastern Europe operations our customers are often 
surprised when comparing cost.   
 
We offer a wide range of services and expertise including consignment and 
call-off arrangements as well as offering advice and discussion on reducing 
cost and improving part performance. 
 
If you would like to take advantage of our services and expertise or you feel an 
informal chat about your requirements is the best way to proceed then please 
call. 
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Ashby Assembly & Test 
 
Ashby offers expertise in the assembly and test 
of your components.  Simple nut and bolt 
assembly through to complex welded valves and 
manifolds are managed and controlled to latest 
customer specifications. 
 
 

 
 
 
Our skilled technicians have years of machining 
and bench-top experience enabling them to 
produce only the highest quality in function and 
finish products. 
 
 

 
 

 
Regular assembly work is controlled via our in 
house bin fill system – Ashban. 
 
Maintaining stock levels of critical components 
with buffers to cover peaks in demand, 
replenishing just in time. 
 

 
 
In house vacuum leak detection, liquid Nitrogen 
and liquid Helium enables Ashby to fully verify 
vacuum and cryogenic assemblies – giving 
customers peace of mind – every time.  
 
 

 
 
Ashby areas of specialty are liquid Helium transfer syphons, Helium and 
Nitrogen level probes and complex manifold and valve assemblies.   
 
Every assembly is finished to exacting customer specifications including 
paint and high quality polish. 
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Capacity at Ashby Precision Engineering. 
 
Size range of parts is from 1mm up to 2 metres. 
 
Our modern and flexible plant includes the following. 
 
 

 
 
Daewoo MX2000 9-axis mill-turn centre 
Twin chuck machine 
65mm diameter x 1500mm bar feed 
40 station milling turret and 24 station turning 
turret 
 
 
 

 
 
Daewoo TT-1800 twin turret 
lathe 
Twin chuck machine 
65mm diameter x 1500mm bar 
feed 
Top and bottom turret each 
with 24 stations and live 
tooling capacity 
 
 

 
 
 

Daewoo Puma 400 Lathe with live 
tooling. 
117mm diameter spindle bore capacity 
500mm diameter x 800 long turning 
capacity 
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Hurco BM6434 large CNC milling 
1625 x 860 x 800 (x y z) table capacity 
Nikken integrated 4th axis 
Direct dxf file input for fast programming 
6 twin vice capacity 
 
 
 
Our other machines and plant include the following 
 
Boko CNC milling machine 2000mm capacity with 90 degree head. 
 
Hurco VM1 milling centre – an ideal small to medium batch CNC machine. 
 
Hurco VM2 milling centre – 1 metre table CNC milling machine – 4 twin vice 
capacity. 
 
Two further Hurco milling centres with 610 x 420 machining envelope. 
 
Miyano CNC lathe with bar feed capacity 44mm diameter x 4000mm. 
 
2 x Colchester 300 CNC lathe with 82mm bar capacity one with bar feed. 
 
Colchester 200 CNC lathe with 65mm bar capacity. 
 
Colchester A50 CNC lathe with 1 5/8” x 1000mm magazine bar feed. 
 
Colchester A80  CNC lathe with 1 5/8” x 1000mm magazine bar feed. 
 
Hardinge Talent CNC lathe with 42mm x 3000mm bar feed. 
 
XYZ CNC milling machine. 
 
Large manual milling 2000mm capacity with 90 degree head. 
 
Large manual turning up to 2000mm capacity. 
 
We also have a good selection of tool room machines – Bridgeport milling and 
Colchester turning – ideal for jigs, fixtures and small quantity skilled work. 
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Additional Ashby Services 
 
Ashby Precision Engineering offers the back up and security you would 
expect from a top subcontractor.  Additional pre and post machining services 
as well as in house inspection and quality controls. 
 
Quality Assured 
 
Our ISO9001:2000 registration is backed up by our well-stocked inspection 
department.  A full compliment of gauges and measuring equipment is 
regularly calibrated and looked after by our skilled inspection personnel.  
 

 
 
In house CMM with a measuring envelope of  
600mm x 500mm means parts are checked and 
despatched with confidence. 
 
 
 

 

Ashby Engineering Consultation 
 
Our experienced engineering personnel are available for consultation and 
discussion of your machining and assembly requirements. 
 
From simple small machined items to complex vacuum leak tight assemblies 
we have someone to help. 
 

Ashby Special Projects Assistance 
 
For the more demanding of project work, perhaps requiring a partnership 
approach from conceptual stage through to delivery Ashby is happy to work 
with you.  Our engineers can work in harmony with your own team talking 
through potentially demanding aspects in advance of critical projects.  

 
Ashby Offers The Complete Package 
 
Pre and post machining heat treatments, plating, anodising and painting 
round off the Ashby portfolio of services. 
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Ashby Supply Chain Solutions 
 
Ashby Precision Engineering often undertakes work that others find too 
challenging to risk, Ashby also explores new and alternate techniques to 
reduce cost and improve product performance. 
 
Our low cost turning centre, production and part solutions may help you to 
reduce cost and lead-time. 
 

KanBan & Consignment Stock 
 
Ashby will make agreements with customers 
and suppliers to ensure parts are available for 
prompt despatch. 
 
Manufactured in economical quantity the 
customer has the security of knowing stocks 
of parts are always available to cope with 
peaks in demand. 
 
Ashby has the security of regular repeat 
turnover. 
 

 
 
Delivery to anywhere mainland UK is no  
problem either by our own vehicles or by  
overnight courier service. 
 
Our approved carrier cares for consignments 
to Europe and the United States. 
 

 
 
Whatever you need, whenever you need it call us to discuss how we can help. 
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Ashby Contact details 
 
 
 
Robin Ashby  - Managing Director / Sales 
01235 849784   robin@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Roy Marshall  - General Manager / Sales 
01235 849783   roy@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Paul Iwanczak  - Materials & Planning Manager 
01235 531279   pauliwanczak@ashbyeng.co.uk 
  
Louise Ashby  - Workshop Planning Manager 
01235 849781   louise@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Mike Leonard  - Engineering Manager 
01235 512964   mike@ashbyeng.co.uk  
 
Stuart Craig   - Assembly Manager 
01993 886829   stuart@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Francis Thomson  - Finance Manager 
01235 849789   francis@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Wendy Smith  - Production Assistant & Order Progress 
01235 849781   wendy@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Don Paton   - Quality Control 
01235 849786   inspection@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
Paul McConnell  - Raw Material Control / Goods In 
01235 849787   paul@ashbyeng.co.uk 
 
 
Ashby Precision Engineering Limited 
Unit 2, Marcham Road 
Drayton 
Abingdon 
Oxfordshire 
OX14 4JH 
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